




Welcome all to another edition of On the Edge . 

WWell a lot has happened centered around the Guilds show . I won't 

steal Mike's and Zac's thunder by going into much detail but all 

the early indications were that the show and its new venue were 

highly successful.More exhibitors , more patrons through the door 

and more knives sold. So well done to the show committee for all 

their hard work as well as all the Guild members who helped to 

promote the show through social media and word of mouth . I 

ththink the shows figures as well as the "vibe" will well and truly 

vindicate the decision to move from the Ibis. The money saved and 

generated, will also be able to be used in the promotion of next 

years show. I would anticipate extra exhibitors next year so be 

prepared to book early and with any luck we might be able to 

open up the whole room, as the only criticism of the venue was 

that we were a little snug with just half the room . 

The AGM.  Congratulations to all the new full voting members and 

probationary members. Our ranks continue to swell and Peter 

Del-Raso was kept busy inspecting the knives of many prospective 

new probies at the show.

AAlso congrats to the people who nominated to be new committee  

members. Peter Bald nominated to take on the important role of 

secretary which will allow my wife Terri to step down and 

concentrate more on our busy life . Thank you for your efforts 

dear, those who know ,know. 

 Zac Cheong is stepping into the news letter editor , again giving 

Terri a break, thanks Zac. 

MMathew McVicarr is stepping up his role as Treasurer. 

Stewart Townsend  has once again taken on Vice President and 

myself as president for another year , and my last.

State reps.  Ally Bastian has stepped down as SA rep due to 

geographical problems with the inspection of probies knives, and 

Peter Bald has taken on the position.

TThanks all who put their hand up , the Guild can't function 

without people willing to take on these roles and spreading the 

load makes it all that much enjoyable for those having a go. 

The most discussion revolved around the increase of the annual 

fees and the constitution and the fact that the increase wasn't 

done in accordance with it. 



 The fee increase was to pay for the new insurance offer which has 

been spoken about often enough and the benefits of which are 

obvious. The problem arose with the timing of the offer and the 

Guilds finances, which couldn't have been worse. I made the 

decision to  secure the once in a life time policy. 

SSo how can we fix the problem and make everything fair and above 

board ? This Is what I have come up with and have run it by Peter 

Bald , as a solution. The annual fee will stay the same as it has 

always been at $50.00. This will mean the constitution won't need 

to be changed. However if the members want to purchase the 

Guilds insurance policy that will cost an additional $50.00 . To be 

a member of the Guild and covered by the policy it will cost a 

tototal of $100.00  , payable on the first of Jan . Those members who 

have already payed $100.00 this year but don't wish to be covered 

by the policy or object for whatever  reasons will be eligible for a 

$50 .00 refund from the Guild. At next years AGM the members 

will have the option of increasing the fees to a flat $100.00 or 

leave it separate for those that don't want to pay for the policy. 

Either way I think it is a good solution to the problem and the 

ttiming of the end of the policy will now coincide with the high 

point of the Guilds finances. I wish I had thought of this in the 

first place. 

 This problem has highlighted the fact that the way things are 

changed in accordance with the constitution is pretty slow. We 

are limited by only having one chance to vote on things and the 

fact it has to be done in hard copy written form and posted out a 

month before the vote. Discussion ensued about the possibility of 

coming up with a system  that could use the Guild only section on 

Blade forums as a platform for discussion and then after a suitable 

titime, actual voting on the item.Of course the people who aren't on 

Blade forums would have to be considered and much discussion of 

this would have to happen before it could be implemented but it is 

something to think about.   

 - Adam      



Firstly I would like to acknowledge the hard work done by 

outgoing Secretary Terri Parker through the last two years. The 

secretary’s position is busy and vital for the ongoing smooth 

operation of the Guild and I must say I’m a little daunted in 

undertaking this task! All of the management committee positions 

are voluntary and we owe a debt of gratitude to those who 

selflessly give up their time to make the Guild run well for the rest 

ofof us. 

I would like to get under way by talking about the Australian 

Blade Forums (ABF) and its use by members of the Guild. I have 

only just recently begun to look at the ‘Australian Knifemakers 

Guild’ section of the ABF and was astounded by the quantity and 

level of discussion about Guild matters. Quite frankly it came as a 

huge surprise that there had been so much going on and I was 

totally unaware of it! To put things into perspective, prior to 

tataking on the position of Guild Secretary, I had virtually no 

involvement in the ABF I’m simply not a forums type of person, 

however considering everything that I had missed out on I’ve had 

to rethink my position on that one. I expect that a lot of other 

Guild members are not forums people either so the big question is 

what can or should be done? 

A few statistics first…

after reading all of the ‘posts’ in the ABF Guild section I counted 

41 contributors since it started in 2012 some of who are regular 

with contributions and others who seldom contribute. Considering 

that our current membership is hovering around 106 members, 41 

contributors over almost three years is a reasonably low number 

however I expect there are other Guild members looking at the 

forums who don’t contribute.Only 13 members of the Guild don’t 

hahave an email address presumably because they don’t have 

computer access. Very importantly the majority of the 

management committee use the forums and it is the management 

committee that make decisions and your input is obviously 

important and valuable.



Having had discussions with various Guild members about all of 

this the common thread through all of their responses has been 

that the ABF offers a quick means of communication for everyone 

to see and act upon. This is of course completely true and a 

wonderful use of the technology however for those not using the 

forums they are totally in the dark!This must sound like I’m giving 

a huge ‘plug’ for the ABF and in one sense I am however I’m also 

100100% in favour of following due process with decision making in 

the Guild and that involves notification to ALL members not only 

those using the ABF.

I’ve been a member of the Guild for 27 years and through that time 
we have had our ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ in regard to information 
dissemination and decision making and it is my opinion that all of 

the ‘downs’ have occurred when members have not been kept in 
the loop as to what is happening. The newsletter is the 

fundamental method that we have always used to keep our 

members notified about Guild matters and I think that I can 

coconfidently say that with each newsletter the Editor has always 

been under pressure to get enough information /articles / pictures 
/ stories/ reports / etc / etc to make each edition a worthwhile 
read! My suggestion is that because it is so easy to post things on 

the ABF perhaps the people posting could also email that info to 

our new newsletter editor Zac Cheong.This would go a long way to 

keeping everyone in the know! Remember, if you want to change 

tthings in the Guild, it is your right to be able to put any 

suggestion forward. If a vote needs to be taken to bring about 

change then all members must be notified. Currently the only way 

that can be done is through the newsletter and by attendance at 

the AGM.

Finally and on a completely different matter, if your contact 

details change please let me know so that I can update our records. 

Cheers…

Peter Bald



Another year, another knife show. Well, not just another knife 

show!

For those unaware, the Melbourne knife show is no longer at 

the Ibis hotel.

The Best Western Airport motel and convention center is the 

new home of the Melbourne knife show. A fact we can say 

with great pride!

AAny feelings of trepidation or doubt about our move were 

quickly dispelled Saturday morning with the room bustling 

with patrons and a solid roster of exhibitors.

Saturday we had 26 exhibitors, with another 2 joining us on 

Sunday. 

TThere were multiple new faces among makers, from first timer 

Christian Mathieson to Andrew Frankland, one of the founding 

members of the South African knifemakers guild.

IIn addition to knifemakers, we had Anyang power hammers 

selling books(and hopefully some hammers too!), Danae 

Cresswell exhibiting her engraving, Simon Greenwood showing 

flint knapped blades, Gordon Borchard displaying his 

collection of antique knives, and the ever popular Gameco 

providing everyone with supplies.

The venue itself outclasses the Ibis in so many ways.

TThe lighting was excellent. Exhibitor and patron access was 

excellent. Refreshments were available in the next room for 

both days and staff were constantly on hand to keep the 

tables clear.

If we had just a few more exhibitors we would be able to book 

the entire undivided room, that would be a sight to be seen!

BBy the end of the show, we had almost 400 people through the 

door and 113 knives sold.

As high as 2015 set the bar, I remain confident we can do even 

better next year!

 - Zac











As we wrapped up this year's show, Shawn took the time to 

address the makers in the room about the importance of social 

media in establishing and maintaining a brand, gaining repeat 

business, and ultimately just making sales.

That is what serves as inspiration for this particular article.

TThere's nothing new about the partnership of knives and the 

internet. Our own Australian Blade Forums turned 4 this year, with 

bigger sites like Bladeforums.com being around for 17 years!

To this point, participation in these sort of sites, whilst beneficial, 

was not really mandatory in establishing a customer base.

IIf you want to see an excellent example of how a forum is 

beneficial for your own popularity, have a look for Nick Wheelers 

monumental work in progress thread, "Wheelers Steel * Stuck in 
the Metal with you", which has just over half a million views!

But, this article is not about that. It's about the latest piece of 

tech in the knifemakers arsenal, instagram.

IIf you're unfamiliar, instagram is a simple photo sharing service 

where users take photos and upload them using their phones. At 

the time of writing, instagram has at least 300 million users. 

Whilst knife buyers and users represent a very small fraction of 

this user base, it doesn't take much to reach a whole lot of people.

EEven casual users can amass 3000 direct followers, with some of 

the more popular makers having as many as 38,000 being shown 

their work at any time.

AAs a more real world example, Shawn had at least one customer 

attend the show and purchase one of his knives, having only seen 

his work through his online presence. This method of advertising 

can take as little as 30 seconds a few times a week and cost 

absolutely nothing.

TThe Guild will definitely be capitalizing on the use of this medium 

for the promotion of future shows and hopefully our organization 

in general. Your efforts would definitely help to further our  

network and sense of community.

So give it a go!












