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201 4 Best Hunter knife by Peter Del Raso.
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Hi everyone, welcome to another On The Edge newsletter.
Yes we know it's been a long time since the last one. As you have probably guessed this is
an indication of just how busy things have been in 201 4 and it looks like 201 5 will be even
more so. Rest assured we have been looking after things.
Finally we have been officially gazetted for our dagger exemption. This process was
supposed to take three months but it ended up at being closer to eighteen. A copy of our
listing can be found in the newsletter, it would be recommended that each Full member print
one out and have it ready to be produced as a backup with your current membership card
should you ever need to. We've never had any problems with authorities but you never know
when it might happen so it's better to be safe than sorry.
An updated version of our constitution will soon be available. Before last year's meeting it
was pointed out that a section to do with probationary membership was missing. It had been
omitted by mistake and will be replaced as originally printed. The only change to be included
will be the new Family membership which was voted in by majority vote at the AGM.
Some of you may know through ABF and from discussions at the Sydney show that we have
secured a new insurance policy. Our old policy only covered us at Guild sanctioned shows
which was pretty limited. One of Karim's students who works as an insurance broker has
negotiated for us a very good policy that couldn't be better for all concerned. Members Probationary and Full Voting - are covered for things such as shows (not just Guild ones)
markets, craft shows, everything we would need to display and sell knives, as well as public
liability. It even covers us for public displays as long as the work area is roped off to a safe
distance from the public. It covers us for personal injury in our workshops as well as any
students or visitors that enter your shop. For those who don't know much about insurance let
me tell you that this kind of policy would be impossible to get any other way and as an
individual if you could get it, then it would cost thousands per year. Even the woodworkers
guild who many of us previously joined for their cover are no longer insuring any more knife
makers.
The downside is that the new cover costs substantially more than the old one, around $4000
a year to be exact. To be able to pay this, the Guild has increased the membership for the
maker levels to $1 00 a year. So far everyone has been very supportive of this which is
greatly appreciated. If you need to quote the policy details, the insurer is Civic Insurance
Brokers and the number is LCB01 8520669. For a printable Certificate of Currency with your
name and membership number on it please email your request to secretary@akg.org.au and
it will forwarded to you. Please note, to be covered by the insurance your membership must
be current, paid to date in full.
For those who weren't at the AGM this year, we put much discussion into finding a new show
venue and Mike Maison put forward several choices for us to look at. From this list we chose
the Best Western Airport Motel and Convention Centre which we think everyone will be very
happy with. If you do not have a copy of the Exhibitor's Guide for the show then email
secretary@akg.org.au immediately as time is getting on and we need to confirm numbers.
One public mailout has already been done and at the Lost Trades Fair there were over 600
fliers distributed so there is a great deal of public interest now. The Guild facebook page is
also proving to be very popular with nearly 1 000 likes so far. If you are on facebook, please
go to the AKG page and share the show event with your friends and other related groups you
might be part of to spread the word. Look forward to seeing you there.
Cheers, Adam.
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Hi everyone!
This will be the last report from me, after many years of various office-bearer positions I'm
moving on from administration to concentrate on a number of personal changes that require
a great deal more of my time. It would be great if someone new could bring some fresh
interest and enthusiasm into the roles that are crucial to the running of the Guild. If you wish
to nominate yourself or someone else you can attend the upcoming AGM or send in your
proxy vote so that someone there can vote on your behalf.
On the subject of administration, it's not always easy to get to things immediately which
sometimes gets frustrating for people involved. Please remember that all the positions
within the Guild are voluntary and done in the not-so-spare time of said volunteers, so
instead of being disgruntled when things aren't always done perfectly it would be
appreciated if some consideration for the work undertaken was shown - and if things aren't
going so well then perhaps put up a hand to help! The Guild is there for members, it needs
all the assistance it can get to keep functioning. Throw your support behind the admins, or
even become one yourself.
All that aside, I have had fabulous support from some wonderful people who have helped
me get everything done. Undoubtedly they will appreciate the reduction in most of the late
night calls, crazy emails and last-minute texts. Thanks a million to everyone who has
supported me in all this.
As we get closer to the show, it would be great if people could finalise their bookings ASAP.
Most members will have an Exhibitor's Guide now, if you need any help then get in touch.
Also, I have noticed that there are a large number of Probationary members who are eligible
for recommendation for Full membership this year. State Reps, if your probies have
presented their second batch of three knives by the show then make sure you are able to
put their recommendations forward at the AGM, either in person or by emailing the request
for me (or another rep) to do it on your behalf.
This year with the change of venue it's worth noting that the nearest ATM is just down the
road inside the local pub. It's not too far, but I would highly recommend the convenience of a
paypal card reader which can take credit card payments right there at your table, paid
directly into your paypal account through an app on your phone. Adam and I have used one
for nearly a year now and on average we get two credit card purchases to every one cash
purchase. There is a minor outlay to purchase the card reader and paypal obvioulsy
charges its own account fees, but our unit paid for itself the first time we took it to a show.
Looking forward to catching up with everyone at the show, stay sharp!
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AGM MINUTES 201 4
Australian Knifemakers Guild
Annual General Meeting Held at the Hotel Ibis
Saturday May 3, 201 4
President Adam Parker opened the meeting at 5pm and welcomed all present.
Apologies – Matt Brook, David Brodziak, Bruce Barnett, Mike Petersen, Keith Fludder, Alistair
Phillips, Mal Hannan, Stewart Townsend, Peter Bald, Scott Broad, Doug Timbs.
Last years’ AGM minutes were read by Secretary/Treasurer Rob Herbert and presented as a
true and accurate record. Moved: Adam Parker. Seconded: Shawn McIntyre.
Matters arising – Probationary members voted to full membership were: Anthony Eglinton,
Nathan Roennfeldt. All were unanimously accepted.
Reports –
President
Adam Parker spoke about the rise in membership due to an increasing AKG presence on
Australian Blade Forums and through promotion via his own courses. He encouraged
members to take opportunities to promote the Guild where appropriate. Adam thanked ABF
for their involvement and assistance in Guild events.
Adam also talked about displaying knives and demonstrating forging at the first Lost Trades
Fair in Kyneton earlier in the year and how much of a success it was. He will consult further
with the organisers for promotion and ideas to improve next years’ Melbourne Show. He also
attended the bi-annual Wild Deer Show in Bendigo in February which contributed to raffle
ticket sales and show awareness.
Adam paid tribute to the late Maurie McCarthy, speaking of his talent and skills as well as his
long-standing involvement in the Guild. He expressed that Maurie would be very much
missed by all who had known him and that it had been a privelege to call him a friend.
Secretary/Treasurer
Rob Herbert stated that the Guild’s bank balance was $6556.82 as at May 3, 201 4 and
discussed payements yet to be made from the existing funds. Rob talked about the
neccessity of increasing membership to keep the Guild financially viable and how awareness
could be increased via social media. Corin Urquhart talked about the ease of using social
media to promote show awareness and his experiences in that area, and Karim asked for
more patronage of the Guild’s facebook page.
The reports were presented and moved to be accepted by Adam Parker. Seconded: Terri
Parker.
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Election of Office Bearers – It was established that the presidency would be a two year term
and that Secretary/Treasurer would be one year term to stagger office bearer change over.
The position of President was declared open and Adam Parker nominated for the position of
Presidency. Unanimously accepeted. The position of Secretary/Treasurer was declared
open. Matthew McVicar nominated for position of treasurer. Unanimously accepted. Terri
Parker nominated for the position of Secretary. Unanimously accepted.
Show committee – President Adam Parker called for nominations. Rob Herbert volunteered,
with Mike Maison and Zac Cheong.
General Business - Adam spoke of last year discussing the junior/family membership and
presented his proposal which outlined the inclusion of younger members from the age of
fourteen to eighteen to be given membership alongside a parent/guardian. Discussion was
had about details of the new membership. Adam proposed the vote, moved Mike Maison,
Seconded: Rob Herbert. Unanimously accepted.
Discussion was had about the joining fees for Associate Members. Discussion was had
about the removal of the joining fee. Mike moved that the joining fee be removed.
Seconded: Adam. Terri moved that Associate Membership fee be raised to $40 annually.
Seconded: Peter Del Raso. Mike discussed Associate Membership perks and proposed that
it be added that they get into show for free. Moved: Mike Maison. Seconded: Adam Parker.
Discussion was had about attracting passers-by into the show. Mike presented his findings
on investigating a new venue and discussion was had about dissatisfaction with current
venue. Karim suggested that the show committee was to be given the task of looking into an
alternate venue. Mike moved that this research be undertaken. Seconded: Shawn McIntyre.
Corin presented his update regarding the upcoming International Cutlers Exhibition in
Sydney. He addressed the concerns of some members who were unsure of what was
included in the cost and talked about the progress in getting the show organised. He offered
the Guild a complimentary table for promotional purposes.
Honorary Members Mike Maison and Fred Rowley were up for re-election. Moved: Adam
Parker Seconded: Terri Parker.
The next AGM was announced for Saturday May 2, 201 5, subject to venue and date
availability.
Closing – with no further business to be discussed the meeting was closed by President
Adam Parker at 6.1 5pm.

6.

DAGGER EXEMPTION FOR FULL MEMBERS
This is a two-page exerpt from the Victoria Government Gazette which notes the
inclusion of the AKG. See item 11 on page 2. You can find the full copy of the
gazette at http://www.gazette.vic.gov.au/gazette/Gazettes201 4/GG201 4G023.pdf
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NOTICE OF AGM
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE AUSTRALIAN KNIFEMAKERS GUILD
WILL BE HELD
ON SATURDAY MAY 2, 201 4
AT THE BEST WESTERN AIRPORT MOTEL
ARDLIE STREET
MELBOURNE
Agenda items will include, but are not limited to:
* Presentation of office bearer's reports
* Recommendations of eligible Probationary Members for Full Membership
* Election of offfice bearers
* General Business

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS UP TO DATE.
FULL MEMBERS MUST BE FINANCIAL TO BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE.
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AKG KNIFE SHOW 201 5
GUILD REGULATIONS
In accordance with the Australian Knifemakers Guild (AKG) constitution, no maker will have
for display, or have in their possession for sale, any of the following items:
• Automatic knives • Push daggers
• Sword canes
• Butterfly knives
• Buckle knives
• Factory made knives including factory kits.
In order to protect the Guild’s reputation and Victorian Knife laws, anyone found breaching
these regulations will be asked to pack up and leave. No exceptions.
Under Victorian legislation Non-members & Probationary members are not permitted to
display Daggers or other double edged knives without the appropriate permit(s).
Knife Awards and Judging
We encourage all Full & Probationary makers to enter knives into the competition.
For any maker entering a knife for judging, please follow these steps:
1.
Locate in your pack the numbered adhesive labels
2.
For any knife you wish to enter – place one of these numbered labels over your mark
3.
Once your mark is covered, place your knife(s) on the judging tables in the
appropriate category ensuring the knife meets the requirements of the category
4.
Judging commences at 8.30 am sharp and concludes at 9.00 am Saturday
5.
Late knives are not accepted & only ONE entry per category
Full and Probationary AKG members attending the show may participate in the voting. The
Show Committee will announce when the voting commences.
1.
You will find a voting slip in your pack, in the appropriate box, write the number that
appears on the knife you consider to be the best in the category
2.
Place your completed slips in the collection box.
Awards Requirements
Following are the requirements knives submitted for judging must meet.
1)
All knives must be for sale at the Guild show
2)
No piece to have been previously submitted for judging at any other knife show
3)
Where minimum or maximum blade lengths are stipulated, the blade length is
measured from the point to the grind shoulder at the ricasso
4)
Knives submitted for Best Forged Non Damascus and Best Damascus must be the
work of the maker submitting the piece. Collaborations are accepted and the award is
shared between the two or more makers
5)
The maximum price on the
a.
Hunter category is $400 and must include a sheath
b.
Utility Knife is $275 and must include sheath
6)
The AKG will purchase the winning hunter or utility for the next year’s Raffle prize
Hope you all have a great show and good luck.
Guild Show Committee
1 0.

201 5 Knife Show Judging Critera
1)
2)
3)

All knives must be for sale at the Guild Show
No piece to have been previously submitted for judging at any other knife show.
The length of the blade is measured from the point to the grind shoulder at the ricasso.

The categories are as follows:
Best In Show
To epitomise the Guild standards in quality, design and construction.
The best ‘fit and finish’.
Innovative in design and presentation.
Degree of difficulty in manufacture.
Presentation.
Folder
This knife should display outstanding ‘fit and finish’.
The knife should have a smooth ‘walk’ and definite ‘talk’ on both opening and closing.
The folder should display excellence in design and display the desirable properties of
beauty, ease of use, strength, and absence of bulk.
Forged/Damascus
Originality and/or excellence of design.
Degree of difficulty in manufacture.
Selection of materials.
High degree of fit and finish.
Must be forged to shape by the maker presenting the knife for judging.
Utility
This knife can sell for up to $275 and must include a sheath.
It must represent value for money.
The blade length must not be less than 11 cm.
Appropriateness of design for a general purpose knife.
The fit and finish should at the least be of a standard that would be approved by the
Guild as a satisfactory quality.
Hunter
The knife can sell for up to $400 and must include a sheath.
The blade length must not be less than 9cm.
This is a practical knife and should be able to perform a number of tasks with relative
ease in the field dressing medium to large game.
This knife should display excellent fit and have a very good finish.
The knife should represent appropriate value for money.
Small Game
Must have a high standard of fit and finish.
Suitable for dressing small game/fish.
Blade must not exceed 7.5cm.
The knife can sell for up to $300.
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Australian Knifemakers Guild Inc.
Membership Renewal
Terri Parker
1 820 Geelong Road
Mount Helen VIC 3350
Ph. 0409655967
Please Print Clearly
Surname:................................GivenNames............................
PostalAddress.........................................................................
................................................................................................
................................................................................................
State..........................................Post Code.............................
Contact Details

For Publication
(please circle applicable)
Phone Number (........)..................................
Yes / No
Fax(........)......................................................

Yes / No

Email..............................................................

Yes / No

Website..........................................................

Yes / No

Postal Address

Yes/ No

Membership Renewal Fees
Please tick the applicable box
Voting Member $1 00.00 pa

[ ]

Probationary Member $1 00.00 pa

[ ]

Associate Member $40.00 pa

[ ]

Fees can be paid via Paypal to the email address secretary@akg.org.au or by cheque or
money order payable to Australian Knifemakers Guild posted to the address at the top of this
form.
NOTE : All fees must be received by March 1 or a rejoining fee may be required.
1 2.

AUSTRALIAN KNIFEMAKER’S GUILD INCORPORATED
FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY
I NNN......................NNNNNNNNNN.. of
NNNNNNN..................NNNNNNNNNNN.
(Name) (Address)
being a member of the AUSTRALIAN KNIFEMAKERS GUILD Inc, hereby appoint
NNN......................NNNNNNN..NNN.. of
NNNNNNN..................NNNNNNNNNNN.
(Name) (Address)
being a member of the Australian Knifemaker’s Guild Inc., as my proxy, to vote for me, on
my behalf, at the Annual General Meeting or special general meeting, (as the case may
be) to be held on the May 3, 201 4, and at any adjournment of the meeting.
My proxy is authorised to vote as noted below.
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
..............................................................................................
Signed NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN.
The NNNN.......N.. day of NNNNNNNNN.. 201 4
This form must be mailed to reach the Secretary by no later than April 1 4, 201 4.
Email to:
editor@akg.org.au
Or Mail to:
Terri Parker
1 820 Geelong Road
Mount Helen VIC 3350
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PROMOTING THE GUILD

Right: Adam displaying at
the Wild Deer Expo
February 201 4.

Left: Adam forging at the
201 4 Lost Trades Fair.

1 4.

Left: Terri at the
Guild table at the
International Cutler's
Exhibition in
Sydney, August
201 4.

Below: Adam doing a forging
demonstration for the crowd at the 201 5
Lost Trades Fair. With around fifteen
thousand people through the gates it
was a busy and tiring weekend.
Approximately six hundred fliers were
handed out and five hundred Guild
brochures.
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UPCOMING SHOWS

1 6.

For more info go to www.shotexpo.com.au
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ADVERTISING

1 8.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

One of Adam's recent knife
making students had these two
knives to show us, both
purchased at the Melbourne
Guild Show circa 1 991 . The
top knife is by Michael
Fechner, and the other one is a
vintage Adam Parker. We were
delighted to see these blades
still going strong after all these
years.
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F U L L M E M B E RS
B AL D P e te r
B ARN E TT B ru ce
B ARRE T D e n i s
B AS TI AN Al i s ta i r
B RO AD S co tt
B RO D ZI AK D a vi d
B RO O K M a tt
C H E O N G Za c
D E E RI N G J i m
D E L RAS O P e te r
EGLINTON Anthony
F E C H N E R M i ch a e l
F RO M H O LTZ Ad a m
G E RN E R Th o m a s
G I L J E VI C B ra n ko
G O RD O N P e te r
G RE G O RY-J O N E S S te p h e n
H AD D AD Ka ri m
H AN N AN M a l
H ARRI S RO D
H E N KE G l e n n
H E RB E RT Ro b e rt
KI S S J o e
KL I TS C H E R Ro b e rt
M cI N TYRE S h a wn
M E N D E Ra y
M O AS E Ri ch a rd
PARKE R Ad a m
PARKE R Te rri
PETERSEN Mike
P E C K J e ff
P H I L L I P S Al i s ta i r
RO E N N F E L D T N a th a n
S AU N D E RS Wa yn e
S H AN AU G H AN M u rra y
S TE E L E J i m
TI M B S D o u g
TO WN S E N D S te wa rt
WANGERMANN Hardy
WARE Brendan
WEIGHTMAN Jason
YEATS Ross

SA
WA
NSW
SA
SA
WA
WA
VI C
VI C
VI C
SA
SA
AC T
WA
VI C
FL
NSW
AC T
NSW
VI C
VI C
VI C
VI C
SA
VI C
VI C
NSW
VI C
VI C
NSW
NSW
AC T
SA
NSW
VI C
WA
QLD
QLD
VIC
TAS
VIC
WA
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PROBATIONARY MEMBERS
ARESTAN Paul
BRYANT Craig
DOUDLE Rian
FRANKLAND Andrew
GEORGE Greg
HAMILTON Iain
KREILAUS Fabian
LUHUR Darwin
MACAULAY Andrew
McVICAR Matt
MEFFLIN Pierre
MERCHANT Bruce
MORRISON Will
ODGERS Garry
RHODES Jake
RONALD Ian
SELLEY Brett
SHARP Neville
SINCLAIR Mark
SLATTERY Kevin
TAPP Geoff
URQUHART Corin

QLD
VIC
SA
NSW
VIC
NSW
NSW
NSW
VIC
ACT
NSW
VIC
VIC
SA
WA
NSW
NSW
VIC
WA
ACT
QLD
VIC

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
ANDREWARTHA Paul
BERRY Col
CAREY-QUILTY Dara
COWLEY Alan
DAY Jim
DUNN David
GLADSTONE James
KENNEDY Barry
KNIGHT Glen
MARSHALL Paul
McGREGOR Grady
O’NEILL Gerard
PALMER Gavin
SCARBOROUGH Bob
THOM Garry
VOLANT Victor
WARDLE Samantha
WEBSTER Fred

QLD
NSW
VIC
VIC
VIC
VIC
VIC
NSW
VIC
QLD
TAS
VIC
NSW
SA
NSW
VIC
SA
VIC
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CORPORATE
VELINOS Cassandra - Bad Wolf Blades

VIC

HONORARY
MAISON Mike
ROWLEY Fred

VIC
VIC

LIFE
BIDGOOD Wal
HUSIAK Myron
SIMMONDS Kurt
ZEMITIS Joe

VIC
VIC
VIC
NSW
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