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Greetings again everyone, I imagine that the majority of you
are suffering under some variety of COVID restrictions. For
those of you that are free, please enjoy it while you can, get out
and visit other makers, take a class, host a hammer-in. Tony
Earwaker did just that and a few weeks ago organised a HUGE
event in Townsville that ended up generating a terrific amount
of funds for the Guild. Check out his report on page 6. And we
also managed to get in touch with one of his participants,
Alyce, who was kind enough to share her experience with us.

In this issue you’ll find a summary of the most recent committee
meeting, impending changes to the Victorian Prohibited
Weapons Laws, Corin introduces his new Tec-Talk initiative on
Facebook, one of our newly minted full members, Tim,
introduces himself and then there’s always the usual page of
knife photos and the member list.

This issue, we have been blessed receive, via Jim Steele, an
article written by British historian Geoffrey Tweedale about the
Two-Legged Parser, an ingenious tool used to mill out inlay
pockets for shields and escutcheons as used by the cutlers of
old in Sheffield. The article has been reprinted in the
newsletter in its entirety, without any editing and features some
amazing photos of the last Little Mester, Stan Shaw. Mr
Tweedale has kindly given us a second article on forging and I’ll
be publishing that in the next newsletter.

Lockdown has introduced issues with getting knives assessed
for probationary and full assessments. Doing my assessments
was one of the best learning experiences of my knifemaking
career, so I strongly recommend waiting until we can do face to
face assessments again. However, if it’s important to you to get
them done you can post the knives to the state rep. Knives
must be packaged in a bombproof manner that can be non-
destructively unwrapped and reused to return them. I
recommend wrapping each knife separately and putting in a
postpack box and putting that box in an express post bag
(remember to put a self-addressed return express post bag
inside first). The State rep can assess the knives and return them
and call to discuss the issues once you have the knives back.
Please be advised that the Guild can take no responsibility for
knives lost during transit. Again, I encourage in-person
assessments.

Keep Grinding,
Christian
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Secretary’s desk.
By Christian Mathieson
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President’s Points
By Terri Parker

Hello and welcome to our latest newsletter.

With little changing over the past year it seems a lot like being stuck in an endless loop of 'Groundhog
Day'. It had been my optimistic hope that we would have returned to attending shows and other
events by this time but it has not been so, and although it is disappointing to not be able to attend
social events I am much more concerned with everyone's well-being. I sincerely hope that despite
whatever challenges the year has brought with it, you are all keeping well.

Social media certainly helps when it comes to keeping connected, it was excellent to see the great
response to our recent live episodes of Tec Talk. For those of you who aren't familiar with what this is,
each week or so we have a Guild maker who sits down with Corin on a Facebook livestream to chat
about their work with emphasis on certain skillsets, sharing their knowledge and expertise to the
benefit of members viewing. Thanks to Corin who has worked hard to get this all organised, it's an
excellent way of sharing skills and coming together as members.

A big thanks also to Tony Earwaker who recently ran a hammer-in, Tony put an immense amount of work
into running the event and did a fantastic job of it, well done Tony, and thanks also to everyone who
supported him. It would be excellent to see more of these happening but it is a challenge trying to
arrange any kind of event at the moment, which we all know.

The committee has been working hard on several matters, one of which is the state of the Guild website
which has been a point of concern for some time. Currently it is in the process of being updated and
I am extremely grateful for the considerable amount of work that is being put into the project. We are
also looking at regularly running raffles of Guild member knives, something which is always very
popular. With the uncertainty surrounding the likelihood of returning to shows anytime soon, finding
other ways to do things for the members and for the Guild is an ongoing process.

If anyone has questions or suggestions, please
forward your correspondence to our wonderful
Admin Manager, Robyn at office@akg.org.au. As
always, members' input is most welcome.

Stay safe,

Terri.
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Committee Meeting Notes
Points of discussion from the meeting held via Zoom 26 August 2021

• Voting in Probationary Members that have passed their Full Member Assessment.

George Gao (SA) Accepted Unanimously

Tim Felton (WA) Accepted Unanimously

• Committee voted to begin raffling member knives using “RaffleLink”.

• Committee voted to cancel Knife Camp 2021.

• Corin talked on the success of the Facebook Tec-Talk and strategies to facilitate it continuing until
we can run Knife Camp again. Including purchasing a small “video link kit” that can be mailed to
hosts.

• Corin reported on the Queensland Hammer In hosted by Tony Earwaker.

• Discussion had on the Hammer In Application and Sponsorship documents.

• Discussion on announcing a SGM for voting on Hammer in documents and other Rules.

• Discussion on finalising the Membership Survey Draft.

• Discussion regarding a submission for new Victorian Prohibited Weapons Regulations.

• Discussion had on changing the Committee terms from 12 months to 24 months.

• Discussion on publishing a guideline for posting knives for assessments.

• Discussion on 1/2 year membership options for new members.

Victoria Prohibited Weapons Regulations
Imminent changes to Victorian Dagger Laws

The Guild is preparing a submission to the Victorian Department of Justice and Community Service
regarding the newly proposed Control of Weapons Regulations 2021 as the existing Weapons
Regulation 2011 will sunset on the 29th November.

Full Members of the Guild currently receive a Gazetted exemption to the regulations in regards to the
manufacture, possession and sale of Daggers in Victoria. This exemption was achieved through the
hard work of the then Committee of the Guild and we are hoping that we can continue to receive the
same exemptions under the new Regulations.

According to the proposal, the new regulations are likely to resemble the existing regulations with an
increase in identification requirements and fees for individuals to seek an approval to lawfully use
prohibited weapons. As discussed we will be pursuing to continue our current gazetted exemption as
losing it will require that all Victorian members and and non-Victorian members who wish to bring
daggers into Victoria will be required to apply to the Chief Commissioner of Police for approval to use
or sell a prohibited weapon at a cost of around $200. It is not articulated in the proposal whether this
is a once-off fee or a (likely) annual fee.



Well, the Townsville Hammer In came about
when I casually said during a Facebook
discussion with Corin Urquhart that “I wished
there were more Guild Shows/Hammer Ins run in
North Queensland.” Corin’s response was “Well,
why don’t you organise one.” So to that end I put
on my thinking cap and did exactly that.

I had previously ran a very successful Hammer In,
in 2020, but only had 20 participants and I new
we had to expand on that as there was so much
interest shown from the Townsville community.
So, I enlisted the help of Jake from Gunny
Forged and Denise from Denise Axelsen Artisan
Blacksmithing and we sketched out a plan and
put it in motion.

I was originally going to run it just as a Hammer
In for Tony’s Bladesmithing, but remembered
during the Guild AGM that they discussed having
more Guild organised Hammer Ins. So, I sent an
email off to the Guild requesting support (a few
weeks went by and I was fast running out of
time), I then had to reach out to Corin and he got
things happening and the Guild came on board.

Once the Guild was on board, we went firm on a
date (7 Aug 2021) and I sent out an open invite
for 30 participants via Facebook (we capped it at
30 because of the size of my shed and to keep
things safe and give everyone the ability to be
able to see and participate in the lessons). All
positions were taken within 24hrs with 20+ on a
waiting list, the community response was
unbelievable.

We then came up with a lesson plan, that
included: Knife design, Knife Grinding, Heat
Treatment of basic Carbon Steels, Knife forging,
Basic Blacksmithing and Sheath design and
making (leather and Kydex).

Then the exciting part happened, ‘sponsorship’:
I approach a whole bunch of companies to
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Townsville Hammer In 2021
By Tony Earwaker

sponsor the day and heaps of them came on
board. Sponsorship came from: Gameco, Hare
and Forbes, Nordic Edge, Farmers Forge,
Toolboss, Anyang Hammers, Tony’s
Bladesmithing, Denise Axelsen Blacksmithing,
Gunny Forged, Sekao Engineering, Lanskeys
Sadlery, Kings 4WD, Amos Industries, Bunnings,
Woolworths and Northern Iron Forge (hopefully I
haven’t forgot anyone).

Then the day finally came along and the nerves
started kicking in (all the hard work was finally
about to pay off), we were supposed to start at
8:00am (the first person arrived at 6:30am), we
rolled up the shed doors and the lessons began.
We broke the participants up into 2 groups of 15,
I took one group and Denise and Jake took the
other group and we gave our respective lessons
(the participants finally got to see that Forged in
Fire is not all that it seems). Throughout the day
my wife busily ran around serving up delicious
platter after platter of food for morning tea,
lunch and afternoon tea (if anyone went home
hungry it was their own fault).

We wrapped up the lessons at about 5:00pm and
I gave a spiel about the Guild and also advertised
our sponsors and let everyone know what they
do and how they provide for the Knifemaking
community. We then drew out the Lucky door
prizes from our sponsors and everyone went
home with both a prize from one of our sponsors,
a Knifemaking kit and a showbag. The last person
left at 8:00pm after a few quenching ales.

All in all it was a very difficult event to organise,
plan and run but I think it has raised much
needed awareness of the Australian Knifemakers
Guild and our sponsors and I hope this can
become an annual event as I’m sure the
community will definitely want more. Within days
of finishing the Hammer In I was asked “When is
the next one?” - Uhhhhhhhhhhh, I need a rest.



ON THE EDGE - SEPTEMBER 2021
7



Alright I’ll admit it, I was one of the many people who, while in lockdown got hooked on that little tv
show Forged in Fire. And after binging seven seasons, thought it would be fantastic to give knife
making a go-I mean, how hard could it be?! Having zero experience with even basic tools, I wasn’t sure
where to start. A quick dig around facebook and I found Tony’s Bladesmithing based near me in
Townsville. He wasn’t taking on one on one students at the time but did tell me to look out for
information on the Hammer In coming soon.

Hammer In? Okay...

A few weeks passed, and true to his word, Tony sent me the information to register for the upcoming
Townsville Hammer In. I was in!

After a few emails back and forth, me expressing my extreme nervousness and Tony trying to put my
fears to rest, a trip to Bunnings to buy my very own pair of safety glasses, the day finally arrived!

Over those few weeks between first enquiring with Tony to the Hammer In, I’d been lucky enough to
have had a few blacksmithing lessons with Denise Axelsen. Having a familiar face in Denise, and
knowing Tony knew just how nervous I was made it a little easier arriving that day. After a few nervous
chats and introductions with other participants, we got started.

It fast became clear that the day was about having a crack and if you could walk away with a deeper
understanding of what is involved in knifemaking, then it was going to be a day well-spent. The
activities ahead were going to be accessible to everyone there, including me, the 3-blacksmith lesson,
Forged in Fire-loving noob.

Through the day’s activities and lessons, as participants, we were looked after, and then some! From
knife-design, blacksmithing techniques, heat treatment and sheath making, the passion, knowledge
and care from our instructors Tony, Denise and Jake was impressive. They included us all and made
sure we were involved and engaged through each demonstration and activity. No question was too
silly or not worth answering.

As the day was coming to an end, my brain was on overload with new information and new excitement
for this incredible art form. Everyone at the Hammer In, from instructor to participant were friendly and
all-round amazing people, they each brought their own experience and perspective to the day. The
Hammer In, and its organisers helped me realise I could actually turn an interest from a tv-show binge
watch into something I can actually get involved in. The opportunity to be introduced to the
knifemaking and blacksmithing community here in Townsville has been amazing in itself and I’m looking
forward to getting more involved!

Ladies of the Townsville Hammer In. Pictured L-R: Corina, Alyce, Jo, Denise.
Not pictured is Tony’s wife, Kate, behind the camera.
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Townsville Hammer In
By Alyce Herbert
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Tec Talks
By Corin Urquhart

During August the guild social media sub committee has been experimenting with the hosting of
instructional talks on aspects of knife making.

We are calling these Tec Talks short for Technical Talks. They have been very well received and it looks
like we will be continuing these talks for some time to come.

The guild committee has elected to make these talks “members only” for the immediate future and
they can be viewed on the guilds members only Facebook discussion group. We encourage you all to
join that group regardless of whether you are a regular participant on Facebook.

Topics we have covered so far include:

• General knife making and the perils of decarb (Jackson Rumble, Shawn McIntyre, Corin Urquhart)

• Mosaic Damascus (Jackson Rumble and Matthew McVicar)

• Construction of a W2 Kukri with multi material handle (Keith Fludder)

• Knifemaking as a business (Karim Haddad)

We have some great topic ideas in the wings
and we are looking for presenters. If you have
a topic idea and would like to present it is
really simple to participate as long as you
have a device with a camera and microphone.
A laptop or desktop computer is good, but a
tablet or smartphone is also fine. You will need
some pictures for your presentation also. At
this point we are coming up with
presentations week by week and that is not
really a good way to continue this initiative.
Ideally we will get enough interest such that
we can start a monthly calendar of
presentations.

Presentations are generally streamed live on
Wednesdays at 8pm unless the presenter
requests a later time slot. Presenters can be a
small as a presenter likes on one small
technical aspect of knifemaking or as in depth
and technical as the presenter wishes. We may
combine shorter presentations together to
make a 1 hour “episode”.

Please remember that the guild is about us all
contributing and sharing and anything you
can do would be great to share.

If these continue to increase in popularity we will probably invest in equipment to make the
presentations even better. Please jump onto the Facebook group and check out the Tec Talks. They
are free to all members and we would love your feedback and contributions.

If you can present, and you have the pictures to use as talking points then please get in touch with our
social media subcommittee.

Corin Urquhart cu@gameco.com.au
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New Members

Tim Felton (WA) - Full Member

I cannot actually remember why or how i began making knives, but needless to say they were terrible
and i thought they were great.

After joining a few facebook groups and realising the level of talent within the Australian knife making
scene, I began my path to self-improvement and resolved to join the AKG, as both a goal and a bit
of self imposed humility (knowing that my knives would be judged by Bruce...). three or four years
later and about 100 knives and/or knife shaped objects and I managed to achieve my goal of
becoming a full member of the AKG. Although I have never attended any knife making courses, I
have received a great deal of encouragement, advice and criticism from many local knife makers; in
particular Mark Sinclair who has imparted a huge amount of patient knowledge to me and helped my
journey immensely.
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Guild Gallery

1 2
3 1. JACKSON RUMBLE

2. BRUCE BARNETT
3. STUART KERR
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Guild Gallery

4 5
64. NICK TANNER

5. ROB LAMBERT
6. JOE KISS
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Guild Gallery

7

8 9

7. CLAYTON PENLEY
8. NICK EDWARDS
9. TONY EARWAKER
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Swiss Army knives – with their bright red handles and ‘toolbox’ of blades and gadgets – have become 
so ubiquitous that it is often assumed that the Swiss must have invented the multi-blade knife. Not so. 
These knives have a history that stretches back at least a couple of hundred years. 
 
It was in the late 19th century – before the Swiss 
had even introduced their first design – that the 
multi-blade knife reached its peak in terms of 
quality, workmanship, and finish. In those days, 
they were usually known as sportsman’s knives.  
The leading centre for their manufacture was 
Sheffield. 
 
The illustration is from a trade catalogue by a 
leading Sheffield maker, Southern & Richard-
son. The catalogue (kindly loaned to the author 
by Geoff Allen) was published in about 1900.  
The quality is self-evident. Besides the hand-
forged and hand-ground blades and tools, the 
genuine stag handles, and the pickers and twee-
zers that slide beneath them, these knives have 
something that is invariably lacking in modern 
mass-produced and plastic-handled knives – a 
shield or escutcheon plate.  These were built into 
the handle (or scale) of the knife, so that the 
proud owner could engrave his/her name.  Even 
if the shield was never engraved – and judging 
by antique knives, most were left plain – the 
shield (produced in a variety of shapes) was still 
an attractive embellishment. 
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Shields and Bow Drills 
 
When did shields first appear on pocket knives?  It 
is an impossible question to answer precisely. A 
variety of shields can be seen on Sheffield pen and 
sportsmen’s knives in Joseph Smith’s, Explanation 
or Key to the Various Manufactories of Sheffield. 
This was an illustrated catalogue, dated 1816 (and 
reprinted by the Early American Industries Associa-
tion in 1975). In my own trawls through Sheffield 
newspapers, I also turned up a reference to a cutler 
named Daniel Hemmings. According to a local wor-
thy in The Sheffield Independent, 25 January 1873: 
‘He was the first man who invented oval shields in 
pen knife handles. That is seventy years ago’.  This single recollection is not documented and too dis-
tant to be corroborated. Certainly, though, shielding pen and pocket knives had become routine in the 
early 1800s.  Materials makers, such as Henry Duke (who advertised in the local directory in 1828), 
supplied both shields and shielding tools ‘on the shortest notice’. 
 
Shields were inserted into the scales/handles using a tool known as a parser (or parsey or parsa).  For a 
definition of this tool, we can turn to A Glossary of Words and Dialect Formerly used in the Sheffield 
Trades, which was published by the Society for the Preservation of Old Sheffield Tools in 1936 (and 
illustrated by J. B. Himsworth):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheffield cutlers did not invent the parser. The technology of the bow drill 
can be traced to ancient civilisations. It is as old as primitive man’s ‘dis-
covery’ of fire, when a simple bow and string were used to rotate a stick 
rapidly to generate a burning ember.  It was a simple matter to extend the 
principle to make a drill that would penetrate wood and even stone. These 
bow drills can be seen in the wall paintings of the ancient Egyptians. The 
gadget was still in use in many trades (such as piano manufacture) in the 
nineteenth century. 

 
The first illustration of the bow drill in cutlery manufacture appeared in 
Jean-Jacques Perret, L’Art du Coutelier (Paris, 1771). This tome depicted 
a cutler using a bow drill to make holes in springs and blades. However, 
making the insert hole for a shield required a variation on the bow drill, 
known as the two-legged parser. 
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A Bow Drill on Two Legs!  
 
A definition of a two-legged parser is provided by A Glossary of Words and Dialect: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The key phrase here is: ‘until they have seen it done’.   How the parser – particularly the two-legged 
version – was used is not easily grasped unless one can see it in action.  Remarkably, until recently one 
Sheffield cutler, Stan Shaw (1926-2021), routinely used the parser in the manufacture of his pocket 
knives. I first met him in the 1980s and was privileged to watch him at work over the years. Most of his 
work was unspectacular – usually involving lots of filing, hacksawing, and riveting at his bench. Some 
of his tasks were more intriguing and needed an array of curious tools.  
 
 
Tools for the Job 
 
I once photographed Stan’s parser tools outside his workshop. I placed them on a huge, disused stone 
block that had been used to hand forge butcher’s blades. The tools are a bow and thong; a two-pronged 
drill for cutting the shield; and a metal breastplate that straps around the waist. 
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These tools are not off-the-shelf items.  Materials makers have long since disappeared in Sheffield; and 
even in the industry’s heyday cutlers would often make their own tools.  Such was the case with Stan. 
He had fashioned most of his parser tools.   
 
The cutting tool begins life as a thin rod of carbon steel, which is heated in a fire and then bent double 
(alternatively two pieces can be welded together). One end is ground to a sharp spindle point and driv-
en through a wooden bobbin; the double cutting end is hammered to shape, filed, sharpened, and then 
hardened and tempered.  The legs are bowed, so that if they are squeezed together they have a natural 
tendency to spring apart (the importance of this will become apparent). 

 
The next job is to make the bow or ‘fiddle stick’.  A cut-down old walking stick with a knob 

end was often favoured. A thick strip of pigskin is looped 
around the ends of this stick.  Pigskin is robust, yet has the 
necessary ‘give’ when the tool is used. 

 
A key component is 
the shield template. 
These have a variety 
of shapes and sizes. 
Again, they are sawed 
and filed to shape 
from a piece of car-
bon steel, which is 
then hardened and 

tempered. The shield itself, which fits into the cavity cut in the 
handle material, is cut to shape from thin nickel sheet. Stan usu-
ally had a tobacco tin at hand filled with nickel shields of various 
shapes and sizes.  Since the size of the shield (and its template) 
varies, an array of two-legged parsers is needed. In each one, the 
size of the cutting head is different. 
 
 
The Parser in Action 
 
To demonstrate the parser to me, Stan took a small piece of buffalo horn (which would later form the 
handle of the pocket knife). He sandwiched this 
between a piece of wood (for backing) and the 
shield template. It was then put in a vice. Mean-
while, he strapped the breastplate around his waist 
and placed the pointed end of the parser into a 
dimple in the breastplate.  The two-pronged cut-
ting end of the tool was then inserted into the 
template.  Because the prongs are sprung, they 
hold fast inside the template and when the tool is 
rotated have a natural tendency to follow the con-
tours of the template (even into the sharpest cor-
ners). It is important that the prongs are made pre-
cisely, so that they can pass each other inside the 
template as they rotate. 
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Stan cut the shield quickly by moving the bow (fiddlestick) back and forth, rather like a cellist in an 
orchestra. The cutting prongs rotated rapidly and became a blur. In a matter of seconds the job was 
done and the cavity inside the buffalo horn was cut.  Needless to say, the job requires practice to do it 
well. There are also many wrinkles to ensure a successful outcome. When cutting a shield in mother of 
pearl, Stan had a small shaving brush to hand to wet the pearl. Such a hard material needed a little lu-
brication to make the cut so much smoother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The scale, with its shield cavity cut, was now ready to be incorporated into the pocket knife. It joined a 
series of innumerable processes, which at the appropriate stage saw the nickel shield inserted and fixed 
into place. This was done by drilling small holes (usually two) in the shield and then riveting it to the 
inner brass liner of the pocket knife. Countersinking the holes and fitting, filing and polishing the thin 
slivers of nickel is an art.  The ideal is a shield which sits snugly in the handle (no matter what the ma-
terial), with no gaps between the handle and the shield, and the rivets smoothed and polished to invisi-
bility.  As the photographs of Stan’s knives show, he achieved this quite routinely in a wide range of 
materials (from top: mother of pearl, tortoiseshell, buffalo horn, rosewood, and sambar stag). 
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Craft Worker versus Machine  
 
A pocket-knife shield looks so simple that in-
evitably one asks: why the need for this ritual 
of donning a metal breastplate and pulling a 
bow back and forth? Surely someone could 
devise a machine drill for such a mundane job. 
Not surprisingly, they did.  
 
In about 1910, American pocket-knife manu-
facturer and inventor George Schrade (b.1860) 
arrived in Sheffield and persuaded a leading 
company to give his latest invention a trial. 
Schrade had patented a shielding (or as he 
termed it, ‘routing’) machine. The device mim-
icked the traditional technique. The handle ma-
terial was clamped horizontally on an adjusta-
ble bed and cut by a long, slender chisel that 
followed a template that was lowered into place 
by a single operative.  Schrade claimed it could 
cut shield holes in 400-500 dozen stag or 
wooden handles in a working day. That com-
pany was Thomas Turner & Co, which was 
having problems completing a large Navy order 
for pocket knives with composite handles.  
Schrade’s machine apparently did the job satis-
factorily, but trade union opposition brought 
the experiment to a halt and Schrade left for 
Germany. 
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Accounts of this episode emphasise the hidebound nature of the Sheffield cutlery crafts.  However, I 
have not seen this story documented, apart from a brief account in American Cutler (August 1921) and 
in a short biography of Schrade written by descendant George M. Schrade (George Schrade and His 
Accomplishments to the Knife Industry, 1982).  While the basic chain of events may be accurately de-
picted, there may be more to the story than simple conservatism. 
 
If Thos. Turner’s cutlers feared for their jobs and the destruction of their craft by (as Schrade put it) 
‘unskilled labor of ordinary intelligence’, they probably had legitimate concerns for the quality of the 
finished product. We have no way of knowing how successful Schrade’s machine was in practice. His 
advertised claims for its output seem very optimistic and his sortie to Europe to sell his router did not 
succeed. But even if the machine was economic for large batch orders of standardised knives, it would 
have been unable to match the traditional tool in every respect. 
 
The advantages of the parser were its simplicity and flexibility.  No complicated or expensive machin-
ery was needed – an important factor in Sheffield, where cutlery was still manufactured in scores of 
backstreet workshops.  Production ‘runs’ with the parser could be infinitely variable, simply by switch-
ing the template pattern and size of parser. Of course, a shielding machine could be adjusted for differ-
ent designs, but a rotary drill by definition struggles to cope with cutting right angles. The parser does 
this easily. The parser also scored heavily in cutting difficult and fragile materials, such as pearl.  Even 
Schrade had to admit a much lower production rate for routing pearl. Other handle materials were 
equally delicate. They were also increasingly expensive: notably, ivory and tortoiseshell. The simple 
truth is that machines are not well suited to processing natural handle materials, where each piece of 
stag, pearl, or ivory has its own characteristics and care is needed every step of the way. 
 
The machine, though, won eventually.  Premium materials, such as ivory, became too expensive (or 
were no longer acceptable ethically). Cheaper scales, made from bone and plastics, were substituted. 
As labour costs rose, multi-blade knives eventually became another mass-produced commodity. 
Shields became plainer and in some knives (especially those with plastic handles) the shield disap-
peared entirely.  So, too, did the traditional craftsmen, especially those who could wield a parser. In 
Sheffield, the tool survived the Second World War, but by the end of the 1950s the number of cutlers 
using a parser was probably less than a score. 
 
When Stan Shaw died in 2021, the parser passed into cutlery history in Sheffield. Perhaps someone 
will resurrect it. Such is the superiority of the parser that there is still no more effective tool for drilling 
and shielding.  And as Stan’s work demonstrates, this strange two-legged contraption enables the cutler 
to outdo the machine in one other vital respect:  a skilled worker is able to raise his craft to an art. 
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